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induce her to be loyal to Elizabeth until she
should in the course of nature succeed her.
Surprising as it may seem, this scheme had
many supporters, even amongst Elizabeth's
friends. The fact that this was so shows us what
lay beneath the surface in men's minds. For
while part of the nation was bold enough to stand
up to Spain, part was afraid, dreading war, and
ready to seek peace in any way that they^
could think of.
This plot is interesting, therefore, because it
makes clear to us what we can scarcely realize:
the dread of many that Elizabeth could not hold
her own, and that, if Spain chose, England must
be defeated. Because we know the end of the
story, and that England actually won, we may
not see how unlikely that seemed in 1569. Half
the min?i,^o\^r^notj3e bold, and they thought
it far better tcTcome to terms. Mary was the heir;
she was willing and eager to marry. Let them
come to an arrangement with her; she would be
ready to accept any terms. Let the Spanish be
compensated for the treasure taken by Drake,
and let all efforts to help Protestants abroad be
given up. Then, if Spain ^ were pacified, peace
and safety might be won. Better to try any such
plan than risk all by a struggle against mighty
Spain.
Here Elizabeth decided history. She would
never consent to such an arrangement. Her
closest friends thought at first they might per-